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dealt with many such questions in an advisory capa-
city, but the people knew nothing about the recom-
mendations, which never saw the light of day or
reached the stage of final decision. With the experi-
ence I gamed in two years in Kashmir as Foreign
Minister, I have reason to state that the patient and
law-abiding subjects of His Highness of all classes
almost came to the brink of despair owing to pro-
crastination, uncertainty, the want of decision and
the intrigue in the public administration of the
country. The fact was that the administration was.
so over-centralised that it gave an unlimited scope
to corruption and injustice, thereby causing grave
hardship, due in part to the slow grinding of the
machine. The rising in Kashmir, therefore, is not
so sudden an explosion as many people are led to
believe, nor has it anything to do with the Pan-
Islamic Movement. It is partly the repercussion of
events in British India, but mainly the result of the
cumulative effect of many curious anomalies and
anachronisms in the administration of the State.
Though m some matters the Maharaja showed great
industry and expedition, the flood overtook the
Government when it was least expected, to come
down in torrents in the same manner as the rains
from heaven caused the whole valley of Kashmir
to be flooded with such serious loss of hfe and pro-
perty in 1928. It must be admitted also that the
Maharaja did not always take the advice of his